
Standing Committee on Affiliates 
 
Charge: In order to promote the professional competence and strengthen the public voices of affiliates and their 
individual members, the Standing Committee on Affiliates is charged: 
 

 to seek ways of improving communication between and within affiliates; 

 to recruit, mentor, and support new affiliate leaders 

 to energize affiliates and to encourage them to develop year-round activities 

 to keep up-to-date with NCTE policies, structural changes, and focal issues and inform affiliate groups in a 
timely fashion; 

 to organize affiliated events at NCTE conventions and encourage affiliate members to attend; 

 to take an active role in bringing Affiliate concerns and innovative ideas to the NCTE Executive Committee; 

 to encourage members of affiliates to join NCTE and become active in NCTE programs and projects;   

 to encourage greater use of NCTE resources (e.g., NCLE, NCTE journals and publications); and 

 to encourage Affiliate activities in support of the NCTE’s Advocacy Day and to make connections between 
the NCTE Legislative platform and state-level advocacy. 

 
Major activities: What major actions, projects, initiatives, or studies in your charge have been completed by your 
group since July 1, 2015? In each activity describe the more important features of the work. 
 

We constantly seek ways of improving communication between and within affiliates; to this end, many of 
our regions have used social media as well as the Literacy Exchange to reach out and share information 
about projects, plans, objectives of the steering committee, and so on.  For our own group communication, 
we have switched to Zoom and we are finding that incredibly helpful for us during our monthly calls. 
 
We continue to work with Millie Davis to sponsor a summer leadership meeting for affiliates that helps to 
recruit, mentor, and/or support new affiliate leaders.  This summer’s meeting focused on how affiliates as 
well as NCTE might shift focus and work on finding ways to partner more effectively to enhance on-going 
concerns with capacity building and advocacy as well as supporting our leaders to energize affiliates and to 
encourage them to develop year-round activities. 
 
One of our innovations during 14-15 was to give one-person editorial control of our newsletter in order to 
maintain consistency of information and so on.  We found this to work very well and decoded at our 
leadership meeting to continue on with that innovation to make sure we keep our membership—both on 
SCOA and with the affiliates--up-to-date with NCTE policies, structural changes, and focal issues, informing 
all in a timely manner. 
 
We attended our first Executive Committee meeting in Minneapolis.  As a group, we overwhelmingly 
appreciated the opportunity to share Affiliate concerns with the EC and to hear about innovations from the 
EC that we could share with our constituencies.  We are excited about our part in helping to support ongoing 
initiatives around advocacy and the new focus on how NCTE and affiliates can work together to make both 
entities more useful to educators.  
 

What actions, projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? What have you accomplished so far, 
and what is your timeline for future work? 
 

Besides the initiatives around advocacy, we are also trying to offer more approaches to the affiliates in our 
regions to work together and/or share ideas.  We continue to consider new ideas that would improve 
communication within and around the affiliates. We expect that all of our work in this area is on-going. 
 
We are also continuing to talk about our affiliate awards; we made some general changes to the affiliate 
excellence award and will discuss a potential change in focus with other awards in more depth in November 
at the convention. 
 

http://www.ncte.org/affiliates
http://www.ncte.org/annual
http://www.ncte.org/governance/ec
http://www.ncte.org/join
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups


We are also discussing ways to keep the ideas developed during the Leadership weekend front and center 
for liaisons and their affiliates.  Our video conferencing has yielded some ideas and we will continue to 
refine in Atlanta. 

 
Jean Boreen, Chair 
  



Standing Committee Against Censorship 
 
Charge:  
 

 To solicit and receive reports of censorship incidents from NCTE members, constituent groups, and sources 
outside the Council;  

 to serve as a resource on current patterns of censorship; to continue to raise awareness of censorship issues;  

 to serve as an advisory committee to NCTE Headquarters considering the kinds of support and services that 
an Intellectual Freedom/Anti-Censorship Center could provide;  

 to promote policies for literature adoption that allay the possibility of censorship; 

  to help NCTE develop rationales for the teaching of controversial texts, and  

 to develop a white paper that further explores students' right to write and all of its implications. 
 
What actions, projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? 

 

 The NCTE Standing Committee Against Censorship (SCAC) prepared for our convention meetings and 
sessions for the NCTE 2016 Annual Conference, Atlanta, Georgia, November 18 -20, 2016. 

 
Convention Meetings:  
 

 SCAC Meeting: Friday 11/18 9:30 AM - 10:45 AM in Georgia World Congress Center, B319 

 C.54 Trigger Warnings: The Importance of Being Uncomfortable Friday, November 18, 2016, 12:30 – 1:45 
p.m. Room B307 

 Intellectual Freedom Award given at Awards Session F.02 Room TBA Saturday 11/19 8:00-9:15 a.m. 

  L.01 Incorporating Author Voices in Censorship Challenges: Authors as Advocates Sunday 11/20 10:30 AM 
- 11:45 AM in Georgia World Congress Center, A305 

 
Monthly Meetings:  
 

 Monthly Meetings: Monthly meetings were held from January to October, 2016 via Zoom and telephone 
connections. Committee members met and discussed upcoming NCTE convention program events as well 
current issues regards censorship of public school materials. Millie Davis, NCTE liaison, met with committee 
members and took minutes. 
 

Classroom Library Policy Statement:  
 

 Classroom Library Policy Statement: Individually and collectively, NCTE SCAC Committee members 
produced a proposed NCTE Classroom Library Policy Statement for review by the NCTE Executive 
Committee – which upon approval – will be posted on the NCTE Standing Committee Against Censorship 
Position Statement website. 
 

 This policy statement will serve as a guideline for public and private school teachers who desire to have a 
classroom library and want to know what specific guidelines they should recognize while building and 
promoting their collection. 

 
Rationale for Controversial Books:  
 

 Rationales for Controversial Books: Individually and collectively, NCTE SCAC Committee members will help 
contribute to the NCTE Rationales for Controversial Books.  
 

 As NCTE redesigns its website, NCTE SCAC Committee members will be asked to contribute to the 
development of new and improved rationales for the many young adult novels that are often critiqued for 
being inappropriate for classroom use.  

 

http://www.ncte.org/action/anti-censorship


 By producing a revised and up-to-date list of NCTE Book Rationales for Controversial Books, the NCTE SCAC 
Committee members will be contributing to the development of a series of sound and reasoned rationales 
for using controversial texts in the elementary and secondary classroom. 
 

NCTE Intellectual Freedom Award  
 

 NCTE Intellectual Freedom Award: The NCTE Standing Committee Against Censorship formed a 
subcommittee for the selection of the NCTE Intellectual Freedom Award Winner and Honorary Award 
Winner. After careful consideration, the NCTE subcommittee for the selection of the NCTE Intellectual 
Freedom Award selected the following 
 

 Matt de la Peña, author and social justice advocate, will be honored at the NCTE Awards   Presentation with 
the NCTE National Intellectual Freedom Award on Saturday, November 19, 2016 at the NCTE Annual 
Convention, 2016, Atlanta, GA. 

 

 Courtney Kincaid of North Richland Hills Public Library, North Richland Hills, Texas, will receive an Honorable 
Mention National Intellectual Freedom Award this year. 

 

 Here is the NCTE Press Release… 
 

NCTE Survey on Text Selection 
 

 NCTE Survey on Text Selection: The NCTE Standing Committee Against Censorship Committee Members, 
Millie Davis (NCTE) and Joan Bertin (National Coalition Against Censorship) conducted a national survey of 
elementary and secondary school educators on the books they have bought for their respective school 
libraries. The intention was to determine how and why they selected the books they purchased. 
 

 Simultaneously School Library Journal connected another survey of librarians which addresses self-
censorship and updates the landmark 2008 NCTE Self-Censorship Controversial Book Survey.  

 

 Joan Bertin and Millie Davis wrote an article for School Library Journal based on some of the findings in both 
surveys.  

 
Joan and Millie are writing an article based on letters authors have received and shared with us about the importance 
of their books.  We asked authors to share these letters with us because young readers are so often not heard when 
books are challenged.  We’ve received hundreds of responses from letters to Chris Crutcher, Matt de la Peña, emily 
danforth, Ellen Hopkins, Lois Lowry, Wes Moore, Phyllis Reynolds Naylor, and Rainbow Rowell.   
 
NCTE SCAC Future Writing Projects 
 

 NCTE SCAC Future Writing Project: Millie Davis and Joan Bertin are writing an article based on letters 
authors have received and shared with them about the importance of their books to young people. Millie 
Davis and Joan Bertin asked young adult authors to share these letters with them because young readers 
are so often not heard when books are challenged. Millie and Joan received hundreds of responses from 
letters to young authors such as Chris Crutcher, matt de la Pena, Emily Danforth, Ellen Hopkins, Lois Lowry, 
Wes Moore, Phyllis Reynolds Naylor and Rainbow Rowell. 
 

 Paula Greathouse, Brook Eisenbach, and Joan Kaywell are writing an article that also feature young adult 
authors and how they handle issues of censorship. 

 

 NCTE Standing Committee Against Censorship will be proposing a themed-issue for Theory in Practice, a 
peer-reviewed journal on teaching and teacher education, on the issue of Young Adult Literature and School 
Censorship Practices and Policies. NCTE Standing Committee Against Censorship members – as well as 
outside members – will be asked to contribute to this themed journal. 

 

http://www.ncte.org/press/news/2016intellfreedawd
http://www.slj.com/2016/09/censorship/slj-controversial-book-survey-data-and-findings/
http://www.slj.com/2016/09/censorship/comparing-librarians-and-teachers-self-censoring-patterns/


 NCTE SCAC Committee will contribute to the NCTE Literacy Blog reporting about the committee’s 
endeavors. 
 

What have you accomplished so far, and what is your timeline for future work? 
 

We have accomplished considerably so far (see above) and our timeline is to continue to meet monthly – via Zoom 
under the direction of Millie Davis, NCTE Liaison – and to continue to review, promote and educate NCTE members 
and non-members on issues of involving censorship of public school materials.  
 
Jeffrey Kaplan, Chair 
  



Standing Committee on Research 
 
Charge: In order to identify and address issues of broad concern to NCTE members interested in advancing research 
in English language arts, the Standing Committee on Research is charged as follows: 
 

 to promote interest in research and research findings across the Council;  

 to promote articulation across the various research groups within NCTE; 

 to serve as the primary research strand review group for Annual Convention programming; 

 to make ELA researchers aware of relatively under-researched areas and to encourage members of the 
Council to undertake studies in one or more of those areas; 

 to explore ways to increase support for literacy research by engaging various groups in collaborative projects 
and by creating materials to help the Council make the case for governmental support for literacy research 
programs; 

 to consider developing position statements and other publications helpful to teachers, administrators, and 
policymakers regarding research in English language arts; 

 to maintain a presence in AERA and pursue efforts to secure private grants and foundation funding for NCTE 
research initiatives. 

 
Major activities: What major actions, projects, initiatives, or studies in your charge have been completed by your 
group since July 1, 2014?  
 
Over the 2016 year the SCR has completed several actions under our charge: 
 

 We met at the Annual Convention in Minneapolis to review the previous years’ work and to set out the 
agenda, including duties and subcommittees as detail below  

 

 In February 2016 all members of the SCR reviewed research strand proposal for the 2016 annual convention 
 

 From February through April, a subcommittee of four SCR members reviewed and selected the winner of 
the NCTE Promising Researcher Award 

 

 From January to March 2016 a subcommittee of eight SCR members constructed our two guaranteed 
session for the 2015 Convention.  One session focuses on literacy, advocacy, and community organization 
in Atlanta (site of the convention) and the other on literacy and justice in teacher education.  We would like 
to thank the Executive Director for helping us wave the registration fees of several local Atlanta literacy 
advocates from community orgs and schools.   

 

 During spring 2016 the SCR Chair made four new appointments to the committee, including the nomination 
of three scholars to become chair of the SCR. (Dr. Ebony Thomas was then appointed by the Executive 
Committee in fall 2016). 

 

 In March 2016 The SCR Chair and another SCR member met with the planning committee in DC to construct 
the research strand program for the 2016 convention.  At this meeting features of the proposal process 
were implemented for the third year so that research strand sessions could be proposed and cross-listed 
as Rainbow and LGBT (part of ongoing work to better link the SCR with diversity and equity initiatives and 
institutional structures in NCTE) 

 
o Summer and fall 2016 in collaboration with Headquarters the SCR Chair assisted in planning the 

Annual Research Awards Session Planning, which for the third year will take place on Saturday 
morning and include three major research award winners and their research  

 

 Spring and summer the SCR chair was a member of the RTE search committee 
 
What actions, projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? What have you accomplished so far, 
and what is your timeline for future work? 

http://www.ncte.org/annual
http://www.aera.net/
http://www.ncte.org/policy-research
http://www.ncte.org/policy-research


 

 The SCR guaranteed sessions subcommittees continue to plan for their sessions at the annual meeting 
 

 A Promising Researcher Award Committee member is planning her remarks for the awards session  
 

 Continued work to improve communication and collaboration between SCR, RTE, and NCTEAR is underway.  
This includes the RTE annual report at the 2016 SCR convention meeting, the SCR Chair’s involvement in 
NCTEAR (planning and participation), including attendance in Michigan NCTEAR 2016 and coordination with 
past-chair Douglas, and chair-elect Cooks. 

 

 Continued efforts to find the new editorial team of RTE 
 

 We are working to better communicate the research strand and activities of NCTE to emerging and 
established literacy researchers within and beyond NCTE (some of whom see other literacy organizations. 
Like LRA, as more important for presenting research).  We are losing NCTE research members to LRA, so 
need to keep the profile of SCR and CNV and other research dedicated areas of NCTE strong.  Our work here 
includes recruitment of doctoral students and professors to submit to the research strand.     

 
Council priorities: The NCTE Executive Committee guides NCTE focuses through establishing goals and priorities and 
through initiating projects. Please write about how your group contributes to and/or benefits from a current 
emphasis on the following: (1) capacity building for literacy learning, (2) educator leadership in school, district, and 
institutional decision making (3) authentic assessment, and (4) advocacy based on NCTE goals and knowledge at the 
local, state, and federal levels.  
 
How does your group’s work relate to each of these four emphases?  
 
The SCR remains a major home of research in these areas within the organization. SCR members and presenters in 
the research strand represent the cutting edge of research in literacy and teaching.  Indeed the SCR takes this 
approach in reviewing proposals, selecting awards, constructing sessions, and publishing research within NCTE 
journals and other publication spaces, as well as in our state organizations and local communities.  
 
Django Paris, Chair 
 
 


